#1  Getting to Know Your College Library – For the Online Student
Access to the Van Wagenen Library is from the College’s Home Page.  There is also a link on Angel sessions.

From the Library’s Home Page, the items you care about most are those links that give you full text online.  Let’s begin with books:   Find “Online Catalog” on the Library’s page.  Search our Online Catalog and you’ll find material you can come in and borrow (books, DVD’s, CD’s, Video, etc.) and you’ll also find a wealth of electronic books.  Electronic books, read on your computer, are a real assistance to the distance learner.
Now, let’s move to databases:  Many of our databases contain full text. Go to the link “Search Electronic Databases and Journals.   For your purposes, you’ll want to read something about each of the databases (there is a brief description of each on each page).  For example, MasterFILE Premier has a great deal of full text and is a broad database; it’s a great place to start for nearly every assignment.  Limit your search however you need to do so.  You will want Full Text but you may also want Peer Reviewed (higher level data) and you may want to limit by date.  Once you have selected the material you want to retain, you’ll save it on your own computer, a jump drive or your campus “M” drive.  Some databases even have audio, watch for the icon.  
From the General Database page you may want to explore another database or move to a subject-specific one.  Each database work just a little differently; read the introduction to those you’d like to work with.  Certainly for classes above 100-level, you will need subject specific data.
And, as always, if you have questions or difficulties, ask your instructor or a librarian for assistance. From the Library Home Page, click on Online Reference Request, complete the form and someone will get back to you.
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