#2 Scholarly Articles – Online Students
Scholarly articles are important to researchers at any stage of their learning/discovery.  Instructors expect students to begin their research in library databases.   When you are on the library databases you are NOT on the Internet; you are receiving high level data via Internet technology though.

 MasterFILE Premier is a very good place to start; it is broad database and valuable whether you are a freshman or a senior.  When you open MasterFILE or any other database, look for the “peer reviewed” option.  Peer reviewed indicates data that has been published after it was reviewed by scholars in the particular field.

If you are doing serious research of any length, you’ll want to use a general database or two and then one or two subject specific databases.  
  What is a peer-reviewed journal? 
 A scholarly periodical which requires that each article submitted for publication be judged by an independent panel of experts (scholarly or scientific peers). Articles not approved by a majority of these peers are not accepted for publication by the journal. 

Peer-reviewed journals can be identified by their editorial statements or instructions to authors; read the attribution and credentials at the end of the articles you find online.
